
About the Podmore Foundation 
 

In 2007 a group of Duntroon classmates from the 1970s, all but one from immigrant or single 
mother families, established the Podmore Foundation in gratitude for the vocational and 
university education they had received at Duntroon.   

The name ‘Podmore’ originates from Larry Podmore, the apocryphal Duntroon cadet of the 
1970s and the subject of countless legendary failings and adventures.  This ‘try-hard’, fair 
dinkum, but error-prone cadet epitomising the Duntroon journey of great mateship and youthful 
enthusiasm, as well as commitment to serving Australia.  

The Podmore Foundation creates educational opportunities for others in gratitude for the 
education members have received.  Podmore’s motto Returning Opportunity is about giving 
talented and determined young people the opportunity to reach their full potential. Podmore’s 
purpose is to gather the human and financial resources necessary to create conditions for as many 
young people as possible to have their lives and prospects transformed by a good education in 
good company. 

Current Philanthropic Focus. The Podmore Foundation has partnered with Yalari for selection 
and education of Indigenous children from Australian rural and remote communities and towns.  
Yalari (www.yalari.org) is currently sponsoring nearly 200 Indigenous children to study at 34 of 
Australia’s finest independent boarding schools. Yalari and Podmore raise funds to cover the 
significant financial gap between the means-tested ABSTUDY scheme and costs of a boarding 
school education far from home. Each Podmore scholarship is worth $5,500 per annum to assist 
Yalari pay school fees for one of their scholarship recipients from Year 7 until Year 12, based on 
successful completion of each year’s study.  Podmore also sponsors its scholarship recipients to 
travel in Australia and overseas to reinforce their academic gifts, leadership attributes and 
sporting prowess. Podmore has Indigenous scholar recipients form rural and remote communities 
and towns boarding at Canberra Girls Grammar School and local ACT Indigenous students 
attending Canberra Grammar School. 

 In 2016 the Podmore Foundation has eight scholarship recipients studying at schools in 
Canberra and Sydney. In the future, the Podmore Foundation aspires to establish more local 
Indigenous scholarships at ACT independent private schools in collaboration with the local 
Indigenous community. 
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Mike Goodyer, Vice President (RMC 1976) 
David Retter, Secretary (KPMG volunteer) 
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Bob Breen, member and Development Officer (RMC 1973) 
Julie Gilfillan, member and benefactor 
Narelle Sargent, member and Communications and PR 
Les Bienkiewicz, Public Officer (RMC 1974) 
 
More information: www.podmorefoundation.org.au  

To donate to the Podmore Foundation: www.podmorefoundation.org/how-you-can-help/  


